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DETAILED ACTION 

1 Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-24 has been cancelled and claims 29 has been added and 
claims 5, 9 25-28 remained pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 9 25-28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by 
McClellan U.S Patent 3, 823, 387 in view of Dictionary of Finance and Investment Terms, 
(Hereinafter Dictionary) Goodman, Jordan Elliot, II, Title,HG151. D69 1995). 

As per claims 25, 5, 9, McClellan discloses an electronic commerce system aiding 
in purchase and sale of commodities, comprising: 

a first registered commodity data storing unit associated with a first transaction partner, 
storing for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least information 
identifying the commodity, a set commodity price (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 
lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 
lines 7-30) 

a second reqistered commodity data storing unit associated with at least a second 
transaction partner storing, for at least one commodity handled by at least the second 
change conditionsfi. e. "change in prices "see column 9 lines 7-30") including 
information of an associated commodity transacted with the least one commodity(see 
column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and 
column 7 lines 30-35); 

a search unit searching, in the second registered commodity data storing unit, for a first 
commodity identified by first information matching the information stored in said first 
registered commodity data storing unit for one of the commodities the first information 
identifying a second commodity transacted with the first commodity, which the first 
commodity which is registered for the second transaction partner(see column 8 lines 8- 
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60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30- 
67 and column 9 lines 7-30) and 

a sale and purchase situation judgment unit referring, to second information of the 
second commodity registered in association with the first commodity in the second 
registered commodity data storing unit and when the second information matches the 
information stored in said first registered commodity data storing unit for another of the 
commodities as publicly disclosed or publicly non-disclosed judging both the first 
commodity and the second commodity as tradable candidates, (see column 8 lines 8-60 
and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 
and column 9 lines 7-30 sand fig: 2). 

McClellan fail to explicitly teach and information relating to public disclosure indicating 
whether reference by other transaction partners is allowed and that may be publicly 
disclosed. 

However Dictionary discloses the term public is used to describe a security that is 
available to be bought or sold by individual investors as apposed to just large 
corporations or wealthy people in which case the offering is private one (see page 447). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings McClellan to include information relating to 
public disclosure indicating whether reference by other transaction partners is allowed 
and that may be publicly disclose taught by Dictionary in order to make available 
purchasing or sale to the general public. 

As per claim 26, McClellan discloses further comprising outputting transaction 
completion information of the first and second commodities when, with regard to the first 
commodity,, a first price commodity stored in the first registered commodity data storing 
unit matches a changed price obtained based on a-- change conditions registered in 
the second registered commodity data storing unit, and when with regard to the second 
commodity, a second price stored in the first registered commodity data storing unit 
matches a third price registered in the second registered commodity data storing unit. 
(Note abstract and see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 
36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35). 
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As per claim 27, McClellan discloses A computer-readable storage medium storing 
a program for aiding in purchase and sale of commodities that when executed causes a 
computer to perform a process comprising: 

storing in a first registered commodity data storing unit associated with a first 
transaction partner for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least 
information identifying the commodity, a set commodity price(see column 8 lines 8-60 
and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 
and column 9 lines 7-30) storinq in a second reqistered commodity data storing unit 
associated with at least a second transaction partner for at least one commodity 
handled by at least the second transaction partner information identifying the commodity 
a usual commodity change conditions including information of an associated 
commodity, transacted with the commodity; 

searching, in the second registered commodity data storing unit associated for a first 
commodity identified by first information matching the information stored in the first 
registered commodity data storing unit for one of the commodities(see column 8 lines 8- 
60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30- 
67 and column 9 lines 7-30) the first information identifying second commodity 
transacted with the first commodity, which are is registered for the second transaction 
partner; 

referring to second information of the second commodity registered in association with 
the first commodity in the second registered commodity data storing unit; and 
judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the second 
information matches the information commodity stored in the first registered commodity 
data storing unit for another of the commodities as publicly disclosed or publicly non- 
disclosed, (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 
and column and column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 lines 7-30 and fig: 2). 

McClellan fail to explicitly teach information relating to public disclosure indicating 
whether reference by other transaction partners is allowed and that may be publicly 
disclosed. 
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However Dictionary discloses the term public is used to describe a security that is 
available to be bought or sold by individual investors as apposed to just large 
corporations or wealthy people in which case the offering is private one (see page 447). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings McClellan to include information relating to 
public disclosure indicating whether reference by other transaction partners is allowed 
and that may be publicly disclosed taught by Dictionary in order to make available 
purchasing or sale to the general public. 

As per claims 28, McClellan discloses an electronic commerce method aiding in 
purchase and sale of commodities, comprising: 

storing as-in a first registered commodity data for storing unit associated with a first 
transaction partner, for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least 
information identifying of commodities the commodity, a set, a commodity price storing, 
in a second registered commodity data storing unit associated with at least a second 
transaction partner for at least one commodity handled by at least the second 
transaction partner, information identifying the commodity, a usual commodity price and 
price change conditions including information of an associated commodity transacted 
with the commodity (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 
36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 lines 7-30) 
searching, in the second reqistered commodity data storing unit, for a first commodity 
identified by first information matchinq the information stored in the first registered 
commodity data as storing unit for one of the commodities (see column 8 lines 8-60 and 
column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 and 
column 9 lines 7-30) the first information identifying a second commodity for transacted 
with the first commodity which is registered for the second transaction partner; 
..referring to second information of the second commodity registered in association with 
the first commodity in the second registered commodity data storing unit; .and 
judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the second 
information matches the information stored in the first registered commodity data storing 
unit for another of the commodities as publicly disclosed or publicly non-disclosed, (see 
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column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14^7 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and 
column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 lines 7-30). 

McClellan fail to explicitly teach and information relating to public disclosure, indicating 
whether access by other transaction partners is allowed and that may be publicly 
disclosed. 

However Dictionary discloses the term public is used to describe a security that is 
available to be bought or sold by individual investors as apposed to just large 
corporations or wealthy people in which case the offering is private one (see page 447). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings McClellan to include information relating to 
public disclosure, indicating whether access by other transaction partners is allowed 
and that may be publicly disclosed taught by Dictionary in order to make available 
purchasing or sale to the general public. 

As per claims 29, McClellan discloses an electronic commerce system aiding in 
purchase and sale of commodities, comprising: 

a registered commodity data storage unit storing records with registered commodity 
identifiers identifying commodities and registered commodity price information, and 
registered purchase/sale information indicating whether the commodities are desired by 
or available from registered transaction partners 

trader commodity data storage units, each storing trader-specific information, including 

trader commodity identifiers, trader commodity price information, trader purchase/sale 

information and, for each record containing the registered commodity price information 

(see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column 

and column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 lines 7-30). 

the registered commodity price information in that record; 

a search unit searching said registered commodity data storage unit for a first 

commodity, one of desired by and available from a first transaction partner, and reading 

price change conditions including a related commodity identifier identifying a second 

commodity transacted with the first commodity by a second transaction partner when 

identifying the first commodity transacted by the second transaction partner indicates 
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public access to the price change conditions; and a judgment unit determining that both 
the first and second commodities are tradable candidates if the related commodity 
identifier matches one of the trader commodity identifiers and the trader commodity 
price information and the trader purchase/sale information for the first transaction 
partner is compatible with the registered commodity price information and the registered 
purchase/sale information for the second transaction partner, (see column 8 lines 8-60 
and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 
and column 9 lines 7-30) 

McClellan fail to explicitly teach public/private information indicating whether transaction 
partners are allowed access to and the public/private information for one of the records. 
However Dictionary discloses the term public is used to describe a security that is 
available to be bought or sold by individual investors as apposed to just large 
corporations or wealthy people in which case the offering is private one (see page 447). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings McClellan to include public/private 
information indicating whether transaction partners are allowed access to and the 
public/private information for one of the records taught by Dictionary in order to make 
available purchasing or sale to the general public. 

Conclusion 
Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments files on 07/000930/07 have been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of new grounds of rejections. 

5. In response to Applicant's arguments that McClellan fail to teach or suggest "that 
different informa tion is stored in each storing unit and .information relating to public 
disclosure indicating whether reference by other transaction partners is allowed in the 
first registered commodity data storing unit and "price change conditions including 
information of an associated commodity transacted with the least one commodity in the 
second registered commodity data storing unit and search unit and the sale and 
purchase situation judgment unit recited" the Examiner disagrees with Applicants 
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because these limitations are addressed within the a combination of teachings as 
stated, 

McClellan discloses an electronic commerce system aiding in purchase and sale of 
commodities, comprising: 

a first registered commodity data storing unit associated with a first transaction partner, 
storing for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least information 
identifying the commodity, a set commodity price (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 
lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 and column 9 
lines 7-30) 

a second reqistered commodity data storing unit associated with at least a second 
transaction partner storing, for at least one commodity handled by at least the second 
change conditionsfi. e. "change in prices "see column 9 lines 7-30") including 
information of an associated commodity transacted with the least one commodity(see 
column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and 
column 7 lines 30-35); 

a search unit searching, in the second registered commodity data storing unit, for a first 
commodity identified by first information matching the information stored in said first 
registered commodity data storing unit for one of the commodities the first information 
identifying a second commodity transacted with the first commodity, which the first 
commodity which is registered for the second transaction partner(see column 8 lines 8- 
60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30- 
67 and column 9 lines 7-30) and 

a sale and purchase situation judgment unit referring, to second information of the 
second commodity registered in association with the first commodity in the second 
registered commodity data storing unit and when the second information matches the 
information stored in said first registered commodity data storing unit for another of the 
commodities as publicly disclosed or publicly non-disclosed judging both the first 
commodity and the second commodity as tradable candidates, (see column 8 lines 8-60 
and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-67 
and column 9 lines 7-30 sand fig: 2). 
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Dictionary discloses the term public is used to describe a security that is available to be 
bought or sold by individual investors as apposed to just large corporations or wealthy 
people in which case the offering is private one (see page 447). 
Therefore it is obviously clear that Applicant's claimed limitations are addressed with the 
teachings of McClellan and Dictionary. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6795. The examiner can normally be reached on lam to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for regular 
communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



CG 



Sept 12, 2007 



^ANTzYPOlNVIL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 





